Second Presbyterian Church
1936 S. Michigan Avenue

Chicago, IL 60616

REQUEST FORM FOR THE BAPTISM OF A CHILD
THE SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM

The Baptism of a child, as well as that of an adult, is to be understood in the context of the church.  The Sacrament has been given to the church by God as a sign of his love for us in Christ and as a means by which we are called into the church of which Christ is the Head.  Baptism as practiced in the Christian Church proclaims God’s judgment, forgiveness, and redemption through Christ.  Beginning at Baptism, we grow into an awareness of our identity as the people of God, and we grow in the power of the Spirit to look in hope toward a new life and to embrace our mission as a reconciling fellowship in our place and time.

Children of believers should receive the Sacrament of Baptism since they, as all of us, are recipients of God’s grace and redemption in Jesus Christ.  And they, as part of the loving and supporting community of faith, take part in the process of growth and development toward maturity in the faith.  The inclusion of children in the membership of the church provides the vehicle in which they advance toward explicit and confessed consciousness of their identity as members of the body of Christ.

PARENTS OR GUARDIANS
The parents or the one(s) rightly exercising parental authority of the child must promise to bring the child up to love God and serve God, and members of the congregation likewise promise to surround the child with their concern and love in Christ, that the child may continue in the fellowship of the Church, confess Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and live in his eternal kingdom.

In Church, GODPARENTS are permitted, but the chief sponsors of the child are the parents or guardians and the congregation.  The baptism of infants and children places especially strenuous responsibilities on parents or guardians and the congregation for education and witness in the life of the church.

PROMISE AND COVENANT
We/I request that ____________________________, child of ____________________________ 

and _______________________________, born (date) _________________________________ 

in (city, state) __________________________________ receive the Sacrament of Baptism on 

the _____________ day of _____________________, 20______.

We/I, the undersigned, do promise publicly, in the dependence on the grace of God, to raise this child to love God and serve God, to the end that the child may come to confess Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.







__________________________________________







__________________________________________
